
History of Harebreaks Wood (for discussion)
Harebreaks Wood is a Nature Reserve in a designated Ancient Woodland to the north west of the 
North Watford History Group area.

Historically there are a couple of interesting points, the eastern section which is an old coppiced 
area, has many circular depressions which I believe are the remains of charcoal burning pits.
Through the centre of the wood there is an avenue of Beech trees of between 200 and 250 years old. 
These have been purposely planted to flank a path, looking at the historic maps the alignment seems 
to match the field path from Russel Lodge (Longsping Lodge) to Russell Villas via Leggatts Farm. 
Here is a picture of  Longsping Lodge believed to have been demolished in the late 50's:

http://www.harebreakswood.org.uk/
http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/findoutmore/planforactionmore/ancient.htm#ancient%20woodland


 As this land was all part of the Russell Estate was this an attempt at some grand drive in the 18th 

century? There is an interesting report about the area in the Times of March 6 1824about the Earl of 
Essex suing the Beaufort Hunt for damage. Here is a small extract:

 In the centre of the wood there is a small hump of earthworks age unknown but probably last 



century.
Below are copies of the old map and an aerial picture with the path superimposed.

From Steve Harvey


